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Preface

Title of SPD

Biodiversity SPD

Subject

The Biodiversity SPD is intended to provide additional guidance on the legal and 

policy basis for the saved nature conservation policies within the adopted Eastleigh 

Borough Local Plan Review (2001-2011), and on the interpretation of these policies.  

It forms part of the statutory Local Development Framework for Eastleigh Borough 

To provide additional guidance supplementary to the South East Plan, and the 

Council’s Local Development Framework.

Adoption

The SPD was published in draft in October 2009 for a six-week period of public con-

sultation, subsequently extended by a further week.  During that time 24 representa-

tions were received.  In response to these, a number of minor changes were made 

to the text of the document.  The SPD was adopted by Eastleigh Borough Council’s 

Cabinet on 10 December 2009

Evidence

The evidence base for this SPD was drawn from international and national conser-

vation guidance and local information. 

Contact

Any enquiries about this document should be sent to:

Gemma Christian, Planning Officer

Regeneration & Planning Policy

Eastleigh Borough Council

Civic Offices

Leigh Road

Eastleigh

SO50 9YN

Email: gemma.christian@eastleigh.gov.uk
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Chapter 1 - Introduction: The Purpose and Status of this 
Supplementary Planning Document

Purpose of this guidance

1.1  This Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) seeks to provide additional 

guidance on the legal and policy basis for the Nature Conservation chapter 

and its policies within the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan Review (2001-2011).  It 

details the procedures, information and proposals that the Council will expect 

to see incorporated into development applications which have the potential to 

affect nature conservation interests in the borough.  

1.2  The SPD will form part of the statutory Local Development Framework (LDF) for 

Eastleigh Borough.  When work on the remainder of the LDF is complete, the 

SPD will be reviewed again to bring it into line with new biodiversity policies.

Definition of Biodiversity

1.3  Biodiversity is the variety of life on earth, and includes all species of plants and 

animals and the natural systems that support them1

Definition of Geodiversity

1.4 Geodiversity is the variety of rocks, minerals, soils and landscape, together with 

the natural processes which form them. Geodiversity provides the framework for 

life on earth so underpins biodiversity with soil the link between them2.

Importance of Biodiversity and Geodiversity

1.5 Biodiversity enhances the areas in which we live and work. The presence of 

wildlife can contribute to people’s sense of well-being and provide a better 

quality of life.

1.6  Conservation of biodiversity is vital to secure a healthy environment to support 

human life such as clean water and air, fertile soil in which to grow food, materials 

for shelter and clothing, and fuel for warmth. It is also vital in our response to 

climate change3.

1.7  Developments which take into account the role and value of biodiversity can 

support economic diversification and contribute to delivering high quality 

environments throughout the borough. The planning system has a significant 

part to play delivering these objectives.

1  Guidance for Local Authorities on implementing the biodiversity duty (p3, DEFRA 2007)

2  UK Regionally Important Geological/ geomorphological Sites (RIGS) leaflet

3  Guidance for Local Authorities on implementing the biodiversity duty (p3, DEFRA 2007)

Introduction
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Chapter 2 - The Borough’s Biodiversity and Geodiversity

The Borough’s Biodiversity

2.1  Eastleigh Borough and surrounding areas support a wide variety of wildlife-

rich habitats. These include ancient semi-natural woodland and semi-improved 

grasslands, along with rivers, wetland and coastal systems which support a wide 

range of flora and fauna including a many different mammals, birds, insects and 

plants.

2.2  Over the past 200 years, the land use of the borough has changed dramatically. 

Many of our wildlife-rich natural habitats have been lost, decreased in size or 

become fragmented. It is estimated that about 100 species are thought to have 

become extinct in Hampshire in the last century. In the borough itself, historical 

records show that there used to be a greater abundance of species and habitats 

than those present today4.

International and European Sites

2.3  There are four international and European statutory nature conservation sites in 

the borough.  These sites can be found on the Local Plan proposals map.  They 

are designated by Natural England and may be subject to change through their 

statutory powers:

   River Itchen Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

   Solent Maritime Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

   Solent & Southampton Water Special Protection Area (SPA)

   Solent & Southampton Water Ramsar Site

2.4  These sites are considered to be of international importance for nature 

conservation and are strictly protected from damaging activities under the 

provisions of the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994 (as 

amended), more commonly known as ‘the Habitats Regulations’.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

2.5  There are currently five statutory SSSIs in the borough which can be found on 

the Local Plan proposals map.  They are designated by Natural England and 

may be subject to change through their statutory powers:

   Moorgreen Meadows SSSI (West End)

   The River Itchen SSSI (Itchen Valley corridor)

   Lincegrove to Hacketts Marsh SSSI (River Hamble)

   Upper Hamble Estuary and Woods SSSI (River Hamble)

   Lee-on-The-Solent to Itchen Estuary SSSI (Solent Coast)

4 ‘Wild About Eastleigh - a Biodiversity Action Plan for the Borough’ (Eastleigh Borough Council,May 2002), which  

 is also known as the Eastleigh BAP

Biodiversity and Geodiversity
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2.6  These sites are considered to be of national importance for nature conservation 

and are protected from damaging activities under the provisions of the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act 1981(as amended) and the Countryside and Rights of Way 

Act 2000.

Local Sites

2.7  There are two types of Local Wildlife Sites in the borough:

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)

2.8  Sites which are important for nature conservation at the county and borough 

level are called Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs).  Many 

support UK Biodiversity Action Plan priority habitats and species. These sites are 

not statutorily protected.

2.9  SINCs are identified following established criteria and in this borough generally 

fall into one of the following categories:

 i. ancient semi-natural woodland & pasture woodland

 ii. semi & unimproved grasslands

 iii. relic heathland

 iv. coast and estuary

 v. wetland and open water

 vi. support priority species

 vii. support geodiversity features

 The SINC designation is applied to all sites which meet the selection criteria.

2.10 Proposed SINCs5 are identified by the Hampshire Biodiversity Information 

Centre (HBIC) and submitted to a Local Sites Panel for ratification in accordance 

with the Local Sites Guidance issued by DEFRA in 2006, which this Council 

recognises. The Panel is convened by HBIC under the Hampshire Biodiversity 

Action Plan Partnership Steering Group and comprises representatives from 

Natural England, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust and Hampshire 

County Council Ecology Group.

2.11 There are currently approximately 140 SINCs within the borough. Up to date 

information on these sites and their boundaries is provided by HBIC on behalf of 

the Council. A current list of SINCs is provided in Appendix A.

2.12 The SINCs identified on the proposal maps of the adopted Local Plan Review 

2001-2011 were based on ecological survey data available in 2003. Further 

survey work and reviews carried out since then have identified:

 i. additional sites which meet SINC selection criteria

 ii. boundary amendments for previously identified SINCs

2.13 Whilst it is not possible to amend the adopted Local Plan Review 2001-11 

proposals map, identified proposed changes to SINCs are published annually as 

part of the Council’s Annual Monitoring Report.

5  Also includes any proposed amended or deleted SINCs

Biodiversity and Geodiversity
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Local Nature Reserves (LNRs)

2.14 Natural England encourages local authorities to formally designate appropriate 

sites as ‘Local Nature Reserves’ under section 21 of the National Parks and 

Access to the Countryside Act 1949. LNRs are not just of local importance; 

many include designated SSSIs which are of national importance, and they 

can also include UK BAP Priority Habitats which are listed as being of Principal 

Importance in England, and are also of more than local importance.

2.15 A Local Nature Reserve designation demonstrates a commitment by the 

local authority to manage land for biodiversity, protect it from inappropriate 

development and provide opportunities for local people to study and enjoy 

wildlife.  

2.16 There are currently six Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) in the borough:

 Hocombe Mead LNR (Chandler’s Ford)

 Mercury Marshes LNR (Bursledon)

 Hackett’s Marsh LNR (Bursledon)

 Netley Common LNR (near Thornhill)

 Westwood LNR (Netley Abbey)

 Manor Farm LNR (Botley/ Bursledon)

Management and Ownership of Sites

2.17 With the exception of Local Nature Reserves; the various designated sites 

throughout the borough are owned by private individuals and the public sector. 

Local Nature Reserves are held within public ownership.

2.18 Responsibility for managing the sites rests with the owners. The level of 

management will vary depending on the level of designation for the site and 

legislative responsibilities.

Protected Species

2.19 The borough contains a wide variety of species which receive protection under 

domestic or European legislation. The protection could be partial (prohibiting 

sale, for example) or full, in which case the disturbance, killing or injuring of just 

one of the species, or interfering with its habitat, could constitute an offence.

2.20 Appendix A of the Eastleigh Biodiversity Action Plan lists some of the species 

found in the borough which are protected by legislation, and details the protection 

afforded to them6
 .

2.21 Protected species within the borough include:

6 Protected species legislation is frequently subject to review and amendment. Up to date information can be found  

 on the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) website at www.jncc.gov.uk
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 • reptiles such as slow-worm, common lizard, grass snake and adder

 • amphibians such as great crested newt

 • mammals such as otter, watervole, dormice, badgers and bats

 • birds such as barn owl and kingfisher

 • insects such as southern damselfly

2.22 The list of species in the Eastleigh Biodiversity Action Plan is not exhaustive. 

This is because species distributions change and records may not exist for 

certain time periods and/or areas of the borough if no one has looked for them. 

Information on species in the borough can be requested from the Hampshire 

Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) at www3.hants.gov.uk/biodiversity/hbic 

which holds records submitted for the borough.

Priority Habitats and Species

2.23 Habitats and features which are important for wildlife, but which are outside 

designated nature conservation sites and not protected by legislation, are also 

necessary to maintain the biodiversity of the borough.

2.24 A list of habitats and species which are of principal biodiversity importance in 

England is published by the Secretary of State as a requirement of Section 41 

of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) in 2007. This list 

contains 65 habitats and 1150 species which have been listed as priorities for 

conservation action under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK BAP) www.ukbap.

org.uk  These are reflected in the South East Regional Biodiversity Strategy 

prepared by the South East England Biodiversity Forum7 (see para. 3.7 below).  

The Hampshire Biodiversity Action Plan prepared by Hampshire County Council 

identifies those of importance in the county and includes Action Plans for their 

conservation and management (see para. 3.8 below).  The Eastleigh Biodiversity 

Action Plan identifies those within the borough (see paras. 3.52-3.54 below).

2.25 Many of the UK priority habitats and species occur within the borough. They 

are often linked to the habitat categories for Local Sites designations listed in 

paragraph 2.9, but may occur outside defined wildlife sites. Examples include 

ancient hedgerows and old ponds. In addition, the borough also contains many 

aged or ‘veteran’ trees which are valuable for biodiversity in their own right, 

hosting a huge variety of insect and associated species.

 Biodiversity Priority Areas

2.26 Seven ‘Priority Biodiversity Areas’ (see map at Appendix B) have been identified 

within the Eastleigh Biodiversity Action Plan (see paras. 3.52-3.54 below).  

These areas were identified because they contain a high concentration of priority 

habitats and species and provide a focus for conservation action to be targeted 

to achieve high levels of biodiversity gain. These gains can be achieved through 

7  The South East Biodiversity Forum is an independent advisory group made up of statutory bodies, local authorities  

 and non-governmental organisations. It identifies, advises, encourages and responds to biodiversity challenges in  

 the South East

Biodiversity and Geodiversity
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the implementation of an action plan which has been produced for each Priority 

Area. These action plans have been developed from the relevant Hampshire 

BAP Habitat and Species Action Plans.

Biodiversity Opportunity Areas

2.27 The South East Biodiversity Strategy prepared by the South East Biodiversity 

Forum has identified a number of Regional Biodiversity Opportunity Areas which 

are priorities for the restoration and creation of Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 

habitats in the South East of  England. The purpose of Regional BOAs is to 

guide support for land management.  Those within Eastleigh Borough are shown 

in Appendix C – they overlap with the Priority Biodiversity Areas identified in the 

Eastleigh BAP.  The Strategy can be viewed at www.sebiodiversity.org.uk.

2.28 The Council will welcome proposals which will help conserve and enhance these 

priority areas, habitats and species.

The Borough’s Geodiversity

2.29 The borough contains several river valley systems which have shaped its 

landscape over time. These include the River Itchen and River Hamble 

catchments. Activity along these waterways can sometimes expose unusual 

valley formations and fossil beds.

2.30 Parts of the borough’s coastline are recognised for their national geological 

and geomorphological importance due to the soft cliffs and the fossil beds they 

contain. Parts of Lee-on-The-Solent to Itchen Estuary SSSI are designated for 

these interest features.

Biodiversity and Geodiversity
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Chapter 3 - Legislation and Policy context

3.1 There is a wide variety of legislation and policy provision relating to biodiversity 

and geological conservation from an international to a local level – see list in 

Appendix D. The key legislation includes the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, 

the Environment Act 1990, the Protection of Badgers Act 1991, the Conservation 

(Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994 (as amended) (the Habitats Regulations), 

the Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000 and the Natural Environment and Rural 

Communities Act 2006.  Key policies are summarised in the following sections.

International and European policies & guidance

3.2 International and European designations comprise Ramsar sites, Special 

Protection Areas (SPAs) and Special Areas of Conservation (SACs). Ramsar 

sites relate to wetlands of international importance especially as wildfowl habitat 

and arise from a convention held at Ramsar in Iran in 1971.  SPAs arise from the 

1979 European Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (Directive 79/409/

EEC), and protect certain listed rare and vulnerable species and migratory birds.  

SPAs are closely related to Ramsar sites.  SACs arise from the 1992 European 

Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora and Fauna 

(Directive 92/43/EEC, the Habitats Directive), which provides for the creation of 

a network of protected areas across the EU. This is given effect in the UK by 

the Conservation (Natural Habitats & c) Regulations 1994 as amended, known 

as the Habitats Regulations which also give effect to the protection of specific 

European protected species provided by the Habitats Directive.

National policies & guidance

3.3 Planning Policy Statement 9: ‘Biodiversity and Geological Conservation’, its 

accompanying Guide to Good Practice and Circular 06/05 ‘Biodiversity and 

Geological conservation – statutory obligations and their impact within the 

planning system’ set out the government’s objectives and policies for conserving 

and enhancing biological diversity and how this can be achieved.

3.4 Planning Policy Statement 1: ‘Delivering Sustainable Development’ requires 

development plan policies to take account of environmental issues including 

the conservation and enhancement of wildlife species and habitats and the 

promotion of biodiversity (para. 20). The PPS1 supplement on climate change 

identifies the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity as a key objective 

(para. 9), indicating that in selecting sites for development, account should be 

taken of effects on biodiversity, and opportunities for biodiversity enhancement 

through the provision of open space and other green infrastructure (para. 24).

3.5 Planning Policy Statement 3: Housing also recognises the importance of 

biodiversity; providing for retention or re-establishment of biodiversity in 

residential environments (para. 16), and requiring biodiversity to be taken into 

account in identifying sites and locations for housing (para. 38).

Legislation and Policy context
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Regional and County policies & guidance

3.6  The South East Plan (May 2009) replaces Regional Planning Guidance 9 

(RPG9) and the Hampshire County Structure Plan. The South East Plan sets out 

the spatial planning framework for the South East up to 2026. The Plan includes 

policies for protecting and enhancing biodiversity, including a requirement to 

identify areas of opportunity for biodiversity improvement e.g. through habitat 

restoration and recreation. Policy NRM5 refers to conservation and improvement 

of biodiversity and policy CC8 looks at the enhancement of biodiversity and the 

environment through the provision of green infrastructure.  

3.7  The South East England Biodiversity Forum has developed a South East 

Biodiversity Strategy. The strategy aims to provide a framework for the delivery 

of biodiversity targets within the region and integral to this is the implementation 

of a landscape scale approach to conservation. The strategy also aims to provide 

guidance on where the largest potential gains in biodiversity can be made within 

the region, and has identified a number of Biodiversity Opportunity Areas which 

are priorities for the restoration and creation of Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) 

habitats in the South East of England.  Four of these occur within this borough 

(see Appendix C). The Strategy can be viewed at www.sebiodiversity.org.uk.

3.8  Hampshire County Council has prepared the Hampshire Biodiversity Action Plan 

in partnership with a variety of authorities and organisations including Eastleigh 

Borough Council. The Hampshire BAP includes Action Plans for priority habitats 

and species in the county, and has provided a basis for the identification of 

Priority Biodiversity Areas within the borough (see Appendix B) and action plans 

for these.  It can be viewed at www.hampshirebiodiversity.org.uk.

Local policies and guidance

Eastleigh Borough Local Plan Review (2001-2011)

3.9  The Eastleigh Borough Local Plan Review (2001-2011) was adopted in May 

2006 and the majority of its nature conservation policies have been saved under 

the terms of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and a Secretary 

of State Direction dated 14 May 2009. The Borough Council recognises that 

there is a wide variety of nature conservation interests within the borough which 

need to be retained and enhanced.  Further guidance on the policies within the 

Local Plan is given below.

3.10 The following paragraphs address in turn each of the nature conservation 

policies within the adopted Eastleigh Borough Local Plan Review. Chapter 4 

outlines the processes and procedures applicants need to go through to ensure 

biodiversity is addressed within any planning application. Additional information 

not contained within the Local Plan Review has been inserted to provide 

clarification on certain matters.

Legislation and Policy context
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3.11 The table in Appendix E provides further information on designated sites in the 

borough. The table is a reference tool describing the different designation types 

and their status.

International and European Sites (Ramsar, SPA, SAC)

Local Plan Review 2001-2011 Policy 21.NC:
 This policy was not saved because its provisions are covered by national 

and international policies and legislation in PPS9, the Conservation (Natural 

Habitats & c) Regulations 1994 (as amended) and the Habitats Directive.

3.12 Land use plans, policies, programmes and developments which may affect a 

site of international or European nature conservation importance (SPA, Ramsar 

or SAC) will be subject to the most rigorous examination in consultation with 

Natural England and other relevant authorities following the requirements set out 

in the Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Regulations 1994 (as amended) (‘the 

Habitats Regulations’).

3.13 Development sites may be located some distance from an international/ European 

site but may still have a detrimental impact on the site and will need to go through 

a Habitats Regulations Assessment. Natural England should be consulted at the 

earliest stages of a planning application where it is possible that a development 

may have significant effects on an international or European site.

3.14 If the Council considers that there is likely to be a significant effect on an 

international or European site (either alone or in combination with other plans 

or projects), the Council will undertake an Appropriate Assessment, which is 

part of the Habitats Regulations Assessment, on the implications for the site in 

view of that site’s conservation objectives. The developer is required to provide 

the Council with the necessary information in order to undertake an Appropriate 

Assessment and determine the application.

3.15 Where there is potential for a development to cause harm to a site of international 

or European nature conservation importance the applicant must submit 

appropriate biodiversity surveys, impact assessment and mitigation proposals to 

enable the Council to determine a planning application. Further guidance on this 

is provided in Chapter 4.

3.16 Where development is proposed, the Council will consider applying planning 

conditions or legal obligations to secure the integrity of the international or 

European site from any adverse impacts arising from the development.

3.17 If it cannot be demonstrated that the application will not adversely affect an 

international or European site, including the tests set out in paragraph 3.21 below, 

then the application will be refused, unless there are no alternative solutions and 

the development has to be carried out for imperative reasons of over-riding 

public interest as set out in Regulation 49 of the Habitats Regulations.  In such 

cases compensatory habitat will be required in accordance with Regulation 53.

Legislation and Policy context
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Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Local Plan Review 2001-2011 Policy 22.NC:
 Development which is likely to have a direct or indirect adverse affect on a 

Site of Special Scientific Interest will not be permitted, unless the Borough 

Council is satisfied that the reasons for the development clearly outweigh 

the harm to the nature conservation value of the site.

3.18 Natural England should be consulted at the earliest stages of a planning 

application where it is possible that a development may have an adverse effect 

on an SSSI.

3.19 Where there is potential for a development to cause harm to a SSSI the applicant 

must submit appropriate biodiversity surveys, impact assessment and mitigation 

proposals to enable the Council to determine a planning application.

3.20 Development sites may be located some distance from a SSSI but may still have 

a detrimental impact on the site. Further guidance on this is provided in Chapter 

4.

3.21 If it cannot be demonstrated that the application will not adversely affect an SSSI 

then the application will be refused. After consultation with Natural England, 

exceptions will only be made if it can be demonstrated that:

 i  there are no alternative solutions, and

 ii  the reasons for the development clearly outweigh the nature conservation  

 value of the site.

3.22 Where development is proposed, the Council will consider applying planning 

conditions or legal obligations to secure the protection, conservation and 

enhancement of the SSSI from any harmful impacts arising from the 

development.

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)

Local Plan Review 2001-11 Policy 23.NC:
 Development which is likely to have a direct or indirect adverse affect on 

a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) will not be permitted, 

unless it can be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Borough Council 

that the benefits of the development clearly outweigh the need to safeguard 

the nature conservation value of the site. If development is to be permitted, 

the Council will require appropriate measures to be taken to mitigate for the 

adverse effects on the SINC.

3.23 SINCs are protected through the planning system and are not designated 

through legislation. Further information on how SINCs are designated is in 

paragraphs 2.8-2.13.

3.24 Where there is potential for a development to cause harm to a SINC the 

Legislation and Policy context
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applicant must submit adequate biodiversity surveys, impact assessment and 

mitigation proposals to enable the Council to determine a planning application. 

Development sites may be located some distance from a SINC but may still have 

a detrimental impact on the site. Further guidance on this is provided in Chapter 

4.

3.25 Development which adversely affects the interest features of the SINC will not 

normally be permitted.

3.26 Where development is proposed, the Council will consider applying planning 

conditions or legal obligations to secure the protection, conservation and 

enhancement of the SINC to mitigate any harmful impacts arising from the 

development.

Protected Species

Local Plan Review 2001-11: Policy 24.NC: 
Development and protected species

 This policy was not saved because its provisions are covered by other 

legislation.  

3.27 In accordance with PPS9, the presence of a protected species is a material 

consideration in the assessment of a planning application.

3.28 The Council will advise on any application which is likely to affect a protected 

species, consulting with Natural England as required.

3.29 Where there is potential for a development to cause harm to a protected species 

the applicant must submit adequate biodiversity surveys, impact assessment and 

mitigation proposals to enable the Council to determine a planning application. 

Further guidance on this is provided in Chapter 4.

3.30 If a development is likely to adversely affect a European protected species, under 

the Habitats Regulations the planning authority can only permit development if:

 i.  the development is of overriding public interest or for public health and 

safety;

 ii.  there is no satisfactory alternative; and

 iii.  the favourable conservation status of the species in their natural range can  

 be maintained.

3.31 Where development occurs, the Council will consider applying planning conditions 

or legal obligations to secure the protection, conservation and enhancement of 

protected species from any harmful impacts arising from the development. 

3.32 In accordance with PPS9 this local planning authority will refuse permission 

where:

 i. harm to European species or their habitats would result; and/or

Legislation and Policy context
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 ii. harm would result to nationally protected species and adequate mitigation/  

 compensation cannot be provided.

Priority Habitats and Species

Local Plan Review 2001-11: Policy 25.NC:
 Development which will adversely affect a habitat or feature of importance 

for wild fauna and flora will not be permitted, unless it can be demonstrated 

to the satisfaction of the Council that:

 (i)  the benefits of the development outweigh the adverse impacts;

 (ii)  the adverse impacts are unavoidable, and

 (iii)  appropriate measures are taken which would mitigate or compensate  

  for any adverse impact.

3.33 Where there is potential for a development to cause harm to priority habitats 

or species the applicant must submit adequate biodiversity surveys, impact 

assessment and mitigation proposals to enable the Council to determine a 

planning application. Further guidance on this is provided in Chapter 4.

3.34 Where development is proposed, the Council will consider applying planning 

conditions or legal obligations to secure the protection, conservation and 

enhancement of priority habitats or species to minimise any harmful impacts 

arising from the development.

3.35 Where damage cannot be avoided the Council will require compensatory 

measures to be provided as part of the development.

3.36 The Council will welcome proposals which will help conserve habitats and 

species of principal biodiversity importance listed under Section 41 of the 

Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 and the UK and Eastleigh 

Biodiversity Action Plans.

3.37 The borough contains many aged or ‘veteran’ trees which are valuable for 

biodiversity. In accordance with PPS9 their loss should be avoided.

Habitat networks and enhancements

Local Plan Review 2001-11: Policy 26.NC:
 Development proposals will be required to include measures to enhance 

the value of features and habitats of nature conservation importance where 

reasonable opportunities exist in connection with the development.

3.38 Opportunities to integrate habitat networks within developments and to provide 

connections between sites of biodiversity importance will be encouraged. These 

networks will strengthen habitat and species’ resilience to the effects of climate 

change. Fragmentation and isolation of habitats should therefore be avoided.

Legislation and Policy context
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3.39 Particular attention will be given to opportunities for the enhancement of river 

and stream channels and corridors and other locally important habitats identified 

within the Eastleigh BAP where they are associated with or linked to development. 

Reference should be made to habitat networks and proposed enhancements of 

these features will be addressed in more detail in the green infrastructure work 

within the core strategy and supporting documents.

3.40 Development proposals provide many opportunities for building in beneficial 

biodiversity features as part of good design. Enhancements which would be 

welcomed include:

 • Bat/bird boxes

 • Habitat management proposals

 • Use of native species in landscape schemes

 • Green roofs and walls designed specifically for nature conservation

 • De-culverting watercourses and removing engineering structures from   

 watercourses

3.41 Potential enhancements and improvements for the natural environment through 

development are looked at in more detail in Chapter 5.

Local Nature Reserves (LNRs)

Local Plan Review 2001-11: Policy 27.NC:
 Development that would prevent the designation of Local Nature Reserves 

at the following locations will be refused:

 i  Flexford & Ramalley Copse

 ii  Hamble Common

 iii  Itchen Valley Country Park

 iv  Moorgreen Meadows

 v  Netley Common ◊

 vi  Upper Hamble Country Park ◊ ♦

 vii  Westwood Woodland Park ◊

 viii  Wyvern Meadow

 ◊ These sites were designated as LNRs by Hampshire County Council in 

2009

 ♦ The site is called ‘Manor Farm Country Park’

3.42 Local Nature Reserves are statutory designations and have a fundamental role 

to play in meeting overall national biodiversity targets.

3.43 Development which reduces the extent, quality and ability to manage biodiversity 

features on these sites, or which prevent the study or enjoyment of wildlife at 

these sites, will be refused.

3.44 Local authorities own and manage a number of other sites throughout the 

borough for nature conservation purposes and to provide quality environments 

for local people. Developments which would enable local authorities to designate 

Legislation and Policy context
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Local Nature Reserves on appropriate sites would be welcomed.

Planning Obligations

3.45 It is recognised that development can bring positive benefits to the borough, 

but it can also add to pressure on existing infrastructure and the environment.  

Policy 191.IN of the local plan, as amplified by the Planning Obligations 

Supplementary Planning Document adopted 2008, indicates the circumstances 

in which contributions are likely to be required from developers to mitigate such 

pressures.

3.46 In some cases, as mitigation or compensation for the impact of a development, 

the Council may use planning obligations to secure the enhancement and 

appropriate long-term management of a site or feature of value for biodiversity 

which is in the ownership or control of the applicant. This may be achieved by 

transfer of an area of land on site or nearby to the ownership of an organisation 

which can carry out such management, though this will not always be the 

case.

3.47 It is Council policy that normally only such land/ sites which are of strategic 

importance within the borough (with a European or national designation, or 

which could enlarge or form part of a major green infrastructure asset) would be 

transferred to the Borough Council. Other land/ sites of local importance (SINCs 

and other natural greenspace) may be transferred to town or parish councils. 

It should not be assumed that a land transfer will take place, and developers’ 

contributions will be required to fund management work, so in all cases the 

agreement of the relevant organisation should be sought very early in the 

planning process, ideally at pre-application stage.

3.48 If transfer of a site or feature of biodiversity importance to another organisation 

cannot be agreed, it may have to be retained by the applicant and appropriate 

management will be secured as a planning obligation.

3.49 In situations where opportunities for mitigation or compensation are not 

reasonably available on-site or nearby on land in the ownership or control of 

the applicant, developers’ contributions will be expected to be provided for 

other relevant biodiversity projects. These will be negotiated separately for each 

development proposal. This SPD and the Eastleigh BAP will assist in providing 

guidance to direct such contributions.

3.50 This approach accords with government guidance in the PPS9 Guide to Good 

Practice. Paragraph 5.22 states that ‘It would be good practice to address 

biodiversity and geological conservation as completely as possible in the design 

of the development approved. However, it will often be necessary to secure 

further matters through the imposition of conditions and/or obligations.’

Legislation and Policy context
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Environmentally Sustainable Development
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)

3.51 This SPD was adopted by the Borough Council in March 2009. A key aim of the 

SPD is enhancing local biodiversity and improving green infrastructure in the 

borough. A number of essential requirements for development are set out within 

this document and many of these directly or indirectly impact on the biodiversity 

of the borough, in particular W1, W2 and W3 which set out the essential 

requirements for water and GI1 and GI2 which set out the essential requirements 

for green infrastructure. This SPD can be found at: www.eastleigh.gov.uk/ebc-

4060.

The Eastleigh Biodiversity Action Plan (Eastleigh BAP)

3.52 To guide the conservation and enhancement of the borough’s biodiversity the 

Council published ‘Wild About Eastleigh - a biodiversity action plan for the 

Borough’ in May 2002 (the Eastleigh BAP). It was developed by a partnership 

of organisations including Eastleigh Borough Council, Natural England, the 

Environment Agency, the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust and Eastleigh 

District Association of Parish & Town Councils and provides a framework 

to conserve and enhance biodiversity in the borough, in support of the UK 

Government’s biodiversity process.

3.53 The document acknowledges the important role development has in contributing 

to biodiversity objectives and provides greater detail as to the characteristics of 

the borough’s biodiversity and the opportunities that are available to enhance 

it. It identifies ecological issues, natural character, habitats and species that are 

important locally and may be used to influence the design of a development.

3.54 Paragraph 2.14 of the Eastleigh Borough Local Plan Review 2001-2011 

states that ‘Where appropriate, the document (Eastleigh BAP) will be a 

material consideration in the assessment of planning applications’. Development 

proposals should therefore contribute to the objectives of the Eastleigh BAP 

where appropriate.

Legislation and Policy context
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Chapter 4 - Biodiversity Information and Impact 
Assessments Required to Support Planning Proposals 

General Requirements

4.1 Where there is potential for a proposed development to cause harm to 

internationally, nationally or locally designated nature conservation sites, 

protected or priority habitats or species, or features of geodiversity interest, 

the applicant must undertake an impact assessment to a nationally accepted 

standard8.

4.2 The likelihood that biodiversity features will be affected by development 

proposals should be established before a planning application is submitted, and 

the relevant information supplied at application stage.  Guidance on the level 

and standard of biodiversity information is provided below.

4.3 Applicants are advised to seek specialist expertise and to discuss their proposals 

with the Council’s Biodiversity Officer and Development Control unit at an early 

stage in the design process.

Biodiversity Checklist

a) A Biodiversity Checklist has been introduced by the Council to assist applicants 

when submitting a planning application. This checklist firstly sets out the level of 

biodiversity information required by the Local authority to validate the planning 

application and secondly sets out the standards of biodiversity survey and 

reporting to enable the planning application to be determined.

b) Applicants are strongly advised to use the biodiversity checklist, which can be 

found on the Council’s website: www.eastleigh.gov.uk/ebc-1583.  The Checklist 

should be completed and submitted with the planning application along with any 

supporting information identified, such as impact assessments.

4.4 The key requirement for an impact assessment is to ensure that potential impacts 

are properly considered during the design process. All impact assessments 

should include the following information in a report:

 a) Details of the proposal

 b)  Details of the biodiversity/geodiversity value of the site

 c)  Impact assessment

 d)  Mitigation strategy

 e)  Details of how mitigation measures will be implemented

 f)  Details of a monitoring programme to measure the effectiveness of mitigation 

measures

8 ‘Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the United Kingdom’ by the Institute of Ecology and   

 Environmental Management (2006) is recommended. ‘Developing Naturally: a Handbook for Incorporating the  

 Natural Environment into Planning and Development’ by Michael Oxford (2000) and ‘Biodiversity by Design’ by the  

 Royal Town Planning Institute (2004) may also be useful.

Biodiversity Information & Impact Assessments
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4.5 It is common for studies in a number of technical disciplines to be required in 

support of a planning application, e.g. arboricultural or visual impact surveys. 

Recommendations from individual experts must be compatible with one another 

and with the development proposals themselves. Any contradictions should be 

properly resolved before the design of development is finalised and the planning 

application is submitted.

4.6 PPS9 requires that planning proposals to should avoid significant biodiversity and 

geodiversity impacts, and include proposals to enhance the natural environment.  

The Council will require such enhancements wherever possible.

4.7 Where there is potential for a development to cause harm to biodiversity or 

geodiversity features the applicant must submit appropriate surveys, impact 

assessment and mitigation proposals to enable the Council to determine a 

planning application.

4.8 Where development occurs, the Council will consider applying planning conditions 

or legal obligations to secure the protection, conservation and enhancement of 

biodiversity and geodiversity features from any harmful impacts arising from the 

development.

4.9 In particular, the Council will ensure that long term favourable management 

proposals and the monitoring of habitats and species mitigation measures are 

secured in appropriate situations through the use of planning conditions and 

obligations.  The outcome of such monitoring will be made available and used to 

inform future negotiations.

The Importance of Surveys

4.10 Surveys are required to provide a scientific basis to:

 a)  assess the impact of a proposed development on the natural environment;

 b)  demonstrate to the Council that the impacts of proposed development on  

 the natural environment have been properly considered;

 c) consider alternatives and whether the impact of the proposal can be avoided, 

 mitigated or whether compensatory measures are required;

 d) determine whether there are opportunities for enhancement of    

 biodiversity;

 e)  determine whether protected species licences from Natural England need  

 to be applied for.  More detail on this can be found in paragraph 3.30;

 f)  determine whether an Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats   

 Regulations is required.

 Note: where feasible, post-construction monitoring should be carried out, and 

conditions may be imposed to require such monitoring.

Desktop Study

4.11 A desktop study which assembles existing data for the site and its surroundings 

is recommended. The Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) holds 

Biodiversity Information & Impact Assessments
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information on Hampshire’s wildlife and natural environment. A data request 

should be made to obtain relevant information to inform a planning proposal.

4.12 A desktop study should include consultations with appropriate organisations and 

relevant conservation bodies to help identify key issues and potential impacts.

Field Surveys

4.13 An initial ‘walkover’ survey will provide an early examination of the physical 

characteristics of the site, the potential nature conservation interest and likely 

impacts of development together with the options for their elimination, mitigation 

or compensation.

4.14 Following completion of the biodiversity checklist and an initial ‘walkover’ 

survey of the site, more detailed survey work may be required and should be 

programmed into the planning application preparation process at an early stage 

to avoid delays.

4.15 It is essential that where the need for further survey work is identified, the 

additional survey is undertaken at an appropriate time of the year prior to the 

submission of the planning application. Failure to undertake this additional 

survey work is likely to result in the refusal of the application.  Advice on timing 

of surveys is given at Appendix G.

4.16 Where a European Protected Species is present or can reasonably expected, 

paragraph 98 of Circular 06/2005 states that “the presence of a protected 

species is a material consideration when a planning authority is considering a 

development proposal that, if carried out, would be likely to result in harm to the 

species or its habitat”. Natural England therefore advises local planning authorities 

to direct developers to commission an ecological survey of the proposal site 

‘prior’ to determination of an application so this material consideration is fully 

addressed in making a decision.

4.17 It is the responsibility of the developer to provide this information to enable the 

Council’s ecologist and Natural England to make a substantive response and for 

the local planning authority to fully assess the proposal. Circular 06/2005 states 

that the 21 day consultation period for statutory consultees will not start until 

receipt of adequate information to make a substantive response.

Field Survey Standards

4.18 There is published advice for the survey of many habitats and species – see for 

example Institute of Economy and Environmental Management (IEEM) guidance 

- http://www.ieem.net/surveymethods.asp. Applicants should refer to and follow 

the relevant good practice guidance where this exists.

4.19 The results of survey work should be presented clearly and unambiguously in 

full. Analysis of data should be fully explained together with a justification of the 

conclusions reached.

Biodiversity Information & Impact Assessments
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4.20 All surveys should identify the personnel responsible for the survey with details 

of relevant experience, qualifications and any necessary licences. It is the 

responsibility of these persons to ensure the survey methodology selected is 

fit for its purpose and provides adequate information to justify the design of 

development proposals.

Sharing Data

4.21 Survey data submitted with planning applications should be copied to the 

Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) to ensure that knowledge of 

the site’s natural environment value is not lost.  The Council will encourage HBIC 

and local interest groups to access all data in the public domain.

Additional Requirements

4.22 Some planning proposals may meet certain legislative criteria which require 

more rigorous assessments as set out in legislation. These are described further 

below:

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

4.23 Development may come within the scope of the Town and Country Planning 

(Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 1999. 

Any proposed developments described in Schedule 1 of the Regulations will 

require an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) while those described on 

Schedule 2 may require an EIA. Projects of a type listed in Schedule 2 of the 

Regulations will be ‘screened’ by the Council to determine whether a formal EIA 

is required. Further information can be found at:

 w w w . c o m m u n i t i e s . g o v . u k / p l a n n i n g a n d b u i l d i n g / p l a n n i n g /

sus ta inab i l i t yenv i ronmenta l /env i ronmenta l impactassessment /

Biodiversity Information & Impact Assessments
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Chapter 5 - Other Biodiversity Considerations

5.1 It is recognised that development can contribute positively to the biodiversity 

and geodiversity of the borough, through its enhancement, protection and 

management. This chapter outlines the potential benefits that development can 

bring to the borough. This objective is underpinned by the policies within the 

Local Plan Review discussed in Chapter 3.

5.2 Development can bring opportunities for biodiversity enhancement in many 

forms primarily through good design and management. There are a variety 

of ways of achieving these benefits depending on the size and location of the 

development.

5.3  It is important to acknowledge the importance of nature conservation considerations 

at the very earliest stages of development planning and throughout the design 

and construction phases of the proposals. Enhancements can be achieved 

through recognition and reflection of surrounding areas, e.g. through creating 

links to avoid fragmenting habitats or, if the site is heavily urbanised, through 

creating new habitat with the provision of landscaping and green infrastructure. 

This is discussed in more detail below.

Development Landscape Schemes

5.4 The landscape within a development plays an important role in how people 

perceive their environment and the composition of it can affects how natural 

systems develop. New landscape schemes should seek to enhance opportunities 

for increased biodiversity/geodiversity or reinforce those that already exist in the 

area.

5.5 Any new landscape proposals should be informed by the Landscape Assessment 

for Eastleigh Borough and use the character areas and landscape types it 

contains. The assessment gives advice for which areas are to be protected, 

preserved or enhanced; landscape proposals should be guided by these key 

aims.

5.6 It should be noted that the use of berry bearing plants in landscaping schemes 

near the airport must accord with BAA guidance ‘potential bird hazards from 

amenity landscaping and building design’.  This can be viewed on the CAA web 

site at: www.caa.co.uk/srg/aerodrome.

Green Infrastructure

5.7 Green infrastructure (GI) comprises networks of green space within and outside 

the built up areas which can cross administrative boundaries. Types of GI can 

include:

 •  Public open space – playing fields, parks, gardens

 •  Green wedges, country parks, countryside

 •  River valleys, coast, ponds

Other Biodiversity Considerations
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 •  Green routes, footpaths, cycleways, bridleways

 • Linked habitats, nature conservation sites and biodiversity networks

5.8 The South East Plan includes policy CC8 ‘Green Infrastructure’. This requires local 

authorities and partners to work together to provide and manage GI networks in 

order to deliver the widest range of linked environmental and social benefits that 

will underpin individual and community health and wellbeing. The Partnership for 

Urban South Hampshire (PUSH) is producing a Green Infrastructure Strategy for 

the south Hampshire sub-region.

5.9 The purposes of GI are to achieve linked environmental and social benefits, 

including:

 •  Biodiversity

 •  Landscape protection

 •  Water management

 •  Social and cultural benefits

 •  Resilience to the effects of climate change

5.10 Its essential features are connectedness, accessibility and multi-functionality, 

and focus on widest range of quality of life issues. Existing local plan policies 

require developers to ensure their development contributes to the provision and 

enhancement of certain forms of green infrastructure, e.g. through the provision 

of open space, landscape planting and footpath/ cycleway links to and between 

areas of open space.

5.11 New green infrastructure policies and further guidance for Eastleigh Borough are 

being produced through the Core Strategy and its supporting documents, which 

will be informed by the PUSH Green Infrastructure Strategy.

Climate Change

5.12 It is recognised that climate change is increasingly impacting on the environment 

and the provision of green spaces can help to mitigate and adapt to this impact in 

a number of ways. This can include a cooling effect in urban areas and creating 

corridors and spaces for the migration of species and habitat migration/expansion. 

The Councils policies and guidance on how development can work towards 

reducing the impact of climate change is set out in the Council’s Environmentally 

Sustainable Development SPD - see paragraph 3.51 above.

Non-native Species

5.13 Non-native species have been introduced to England over thousands of years. 

Sometimes this has been deliberate, for social or economic reasons such as 

forestry, agriculture and horticulture. Sometimes, however, the introduction 

occurs by accident.

5.14 Most non-native species are harmless and only a small proportion become 

‘invasive’ and cause problems to our biodiversity and ecosystems. Invasive non-
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native plant and animal species can threaten biodiversity as they can negatively 

impact on native species, or cause damage to the environment, the economy, 

our health and the way we live.

5.15 Invasive plant species are a particular problem in the borough as they often 

regenerate from small fragments, and can spread rapidly becoming completely 

dominant. Examples include:

 • Invasive plant species of ponds and wetland systems such as:

  o New Zealand Stonecrop (Crassula helmsii)

  o Parrot’s feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum)

  o Himalayan basalm (Impatiens glandulifera)

 • Japanese Knotweed - this can result in structural damage to development  

 sites and buildings over the long term. Sections 33 and 34 of the 

  Environment Protection Act 1990 and Section of the Wildlife & Countryside  

 Act 1981 (as amended) require its appropriate management (clearance)  

 and disposal. Where this plant is present on a site, applicants will be   

 required to submit an appropriate and detailed method statement, referring to 

 the Environment Agency’s ‘Code of Practice for the Management, 

 Destruction and disposal of Japanese Knotweed’ prior to the commencement  

 of development. The development must then proceed in accordance with  

 this method statement.

Other Biodiversity Considerations
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Appendix A - List of Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation 
(SINCs) currently identified 

Data supplied by Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (for key see end of schedule)

Local Area Committee (LAC)   Grid Ref   Name     Criteria   Area Map 

              (Ha) Label

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU46402000  Breach & Gully Copses   1A/1B/1C(ii)  5.80 

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU46202030  Breach Farm Meadows   5B/6A   1.64

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU46802060  Breach Sling Copse & 

               Stoke Common Copse  1A   3.92

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU47502040  Brick Kiln Copse    1A   1.24

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU49402030  Chestnut Gully Wood   1A   9.06

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU48601970  Crowdhill copse    1B  9.12

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU49002060  Fielders Farm – Meadows 2 & 3  2B/5B   2.24 1

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU50001890  Gore Copse    1A   1.72

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU50001930  Hall Lands Copse   1A   4.01

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU49801920  Hall Lands Farm Wood   1A   2.90

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU48602060  Hill Copse    1A   4.13

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU47302010  Judges Gully Copse   1C(ii)   1.42

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU47202030  Judges Gully Meadow   2B   1.18

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU50201840  Knowlehill Copse   1A   3.10

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU50351860  Knowle Lane Open Space  7A   2.44

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU50401810 Knowle Lane Sand Pit   6A   11.32

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU46102040  Meadow between Railway   2A   1.22

        & River Itchen

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU51241855 Moplands Copse   1A   1.10 2

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU49121800  Ponds & Meadow Adj to Wyvern  6A   0.73 A

        Technology College   

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU47602020  Poplar Plantation    1A/1B   0.83

        (Stoke Park Wood)

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU49701660  Scorey’s Copse    1A   3.60

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU49701670  Scoreys Copse Meadow   2D   3.17

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU49801660  Scorey’s Copse Rush Pasture  2B/5B   2.64

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU48001940  Stoke Park Wood   1A/1B   90.28

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU51161940  Stroud Wood    1A/1B   0.34 3

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU49102040  The Mount    1A   1.08

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU50501940  Tippers Copse    1A   1.54

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU48402020  Upperbarn Copse   1B/6A   19.33

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU47401830  West Horton Farm Woods   1C(ii)/5B/6A  8.53

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU49201780  Wyvern Technology College  2A   2.98

        Meadow

Bishopstoke, Fair Oak and Horton Heath  SU49001790  Quobleigh Pond & Woods   1A/1C(ii)/5B  8.64

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU48200840  Badnum Copse    1A/1C(ii)/4A  10.09

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU49501010  Brixedone Saltmarsh   4A   3.33

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU46401020  Burrows Copse (remnant)  1A/1B   3.09 4

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU48800910  Bursledon meadow   2A   1.32

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU49201120  Durncomb’s Copse   1B   3.92 B

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU47601210  Dumbleton’s Copse   3B(ii)   11.09

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU48901130  Durncomb’s Copse Meadow  2B   1.56 5

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU48200640  Hamble Common north   2A   3.72

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU48200620  Hamble Common west   3A/3B(ii)  6.44

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU47900900  Mallards Moor    1A/1Cii   11.43

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU48600800  Mercury Marina saltmarsh   4A/6A   3.85

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU48450745  Mercury Marsh south   4A   1.37

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU47801180  Netley Common    2A/3A/3B(i)/5B  7.17

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU46100820  Netley Lodge    1A/1C(ii)/5B  14.16

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU48701100  Oakleigh Meadow   2B   0.48

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU47300670  Petters Copse    1A   0.82

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU48801170  Piland’s Copse    1A   4.65

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU47900940  Pilands Wood (lower)   1A   2.25
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Local Area Committee (LAC)   Grid Ref   Name     Criteria   Area Map 

              (Ha) Label

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU48100970  Pilands Wood (upper)   1B/1C(ii)  5.50 C

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU47300980  Priors Hill Brickworks   1B/2D/3Bi  7.56

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU46900920  Priors Hill Copse/Hound Grove  1A   15.35

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU46600850  Spear Pond Gully   1B   1.74

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU46600860  St Mary’s Road Wood   1D   3.52

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU44810911 Weston Shore (south-east)  4A   0.21 6

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU45200970  West Wood    1A   37.57

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU47000750  West Wood (Royal Victoria C.P.)  1A/1C(ii)  16.46

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU47801140  Windhover (Netley Common South) 3A/3B(i)  10.67

Bursledon, Hamble and Hound   SU48501062  Windmill Fields Wood   1B   0.34 7

Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury   SU42502231  Baddesley Road Woodland  1A   1.15 8

Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury   SU42902190 Cuckoo Bushes Lane   2D   0.88 D

Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury   SU43882085  Fryernhill Wood    1A   0.65 9

Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury   SU44102190  Hiltingbury Lakes   1A/1B/6A  6.06

Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury   SU43002270  Hocombe Mead    1A/1Cii/2A/3Bi/5B 8.33

Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury   SU42502125  Lower Flexford Nature Reserve  2A   9.30

Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury   SU45002190 Pitmore Copse (west)   1B   3.52 E

Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury   SU42702150  Ramalley Copse    1A   2.78

Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury   SU42402200  Upper Flexford Nature Reserve  1A/2A   7.65

Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury   SU43602030  Woodland between railway  1A/1Cii   0.99 10

        & Monks Brook

Eastleigh     SU45402140  Allbrook Clay Pit    2D/5A   8.99

Eastleigh     SU45702090  Allbrook Hill Copse   1A   0.76

Eastleigh     SU45902080  Allbrook Meadow   2A/5B   10.08

Eastleigh     SU46301710  Allington Manor Farm   2A/5B   3.96 F

        Water Meadows

Eastleigh     SU44902100  Boyatt Wood    1A/1B   8.10

Eastleigh     SU45002120  Broomhill Meadow, Boyatt Wood  2D   0.42

Eastleigh     SU43801810  Chestnut Avenue Meadow  2D/6B   5.78 G

Eastleigh     SU44321780  Fen to west of Lakeside   5B   1.29 H

Eastleigh    SU42901850  Freespace Hicknor Hill   6B   1.79 11

Eastleigh     SU46301600  Itchen Valley Country Park  2B/5B/6A/5A  64.32 I

Eastleigh     SU45601650  Itchen Valley Nature Reserve  1Cii/2A/2B/5A/ 20.46 J

            6A/5B 

Eastleigh     SU46241585  IVCP South Parkland East  2B   0.6 K

Eastleigh     SU44701770  Lakeside Country Park   5B   3.72

Eastleigh     SU45602160  Lincoln’s Copse    1A   2.72

Eastleigh     SU46601870  Marshy Grassland, Bishopstoke  2B/5B   3.28

Eastleigh     SU46102160  Meadows at Allbrook   2A   1.82

Eastleigh     SU43501900  Northend Copse (east & west of  1A/1Cii   7.93 L

        flyover) 

Eastleigh     SU45302200  Pitmore Copse/Pitmore Gulley  1A   3.74

        Copse

Eastleigh     SU46801790  Stanford Meadow   2B/5B   5.77

Eastleigh     SU46001950  Swamp West of Recreation  5B   3.24

        Grounds

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU50231574  Alder Strip    A/1Cii   1.31

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47701700  Allington Lane Pond   6A/5B   2.33

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU50901542  Botley Golf Course Wood   1A/1Cii/5B  5.87

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU51701350  Botley Mill Woodland   1C(ii)   0.68

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU50901480  Botley Park Wood   1B   1.02

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU50201370  Bottom Copse/Bushy Copse  1A/1C(ii)/6A  6.44

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU48601280  Bridget Mary Gardens   1A/1C(ii)/2A  3.09

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47001610  Bushy Copse    1A   2.85

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU48201640  Chalcroft Distribution Park   1A/2B   6.52

Hedge End, West End and Botley  SU51161242  Church Lane Meadows   2B/5B/1Cii  1.93 12

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47601610  Copse by Oaklands House  1A   1.30

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU50401170  Dockdell Copse    1A   1.75

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU46301540  Dummers Copse North   1A   3.98

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU46201530  Dummers Copse South   1A   0.84

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU51401490  Golf Course Meadow & Swamp  2B/5B   0.46
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Local Area Committee (LAC)   Grid Ref   Name     Criteria   Area Map 

              (Ha) Label

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU50601220  Gould Copse    1A   3.06

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU46601490  Hatch Grange Meadows   2B   2.56

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU48201670  Hearts Copse    1A   3.31

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU48401320  Hogsty Corner    1C(ii)/3B(i)  1.82

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47151655  Hogwood Lane Drove   1A   0.65

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47101660  Hogwood Lane Meadow   2B/5B   0.77

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47001700  Hog Wood & Gravel Pits   1A/1C(ii)/5A/6A  25.59

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU51701430  Holly Tree Farm Meadow   2B/5B   0.80

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU51701420  Holly Tree Farm Wood   1A/1C(ii)  0.67

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47801580  Home Covert    1A   1.17

Hedge End, West End and Botley  SU50201160  Kings Copse Meadow & Pond  2B/5B   3.75 13

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU51501470  Maddoxford Farm Meadows  5B   2.41

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU50701140  Manor Farm Plantation   1B   2.23

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU51701410  Marshy Grassland, Botley   5B   1.37

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47701570  Meadow adjacent to Home Covert  2B   2.95

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU46801770  Meadow North of Railway   5B   0.39

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU48601451  Moorgreen Woodlands   1A   0.24

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU48001190  Netley Hill Heath    3A/3B(i)   2.69

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU51401400  Newhouse Farm Woodland 1C(ii)/5B  1.35

        & Swamp 

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU48101150  Peewit Hill    3B(i)   7.93

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU45701590  Postmouth Water Company  2B/5B/5A  4.29 M

        Meadow

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU48601620  Round Copse    1A   1.42

Hedge End, West End and Botley  SU49441135  Sandpit Copse    1A/1B   4.71 14

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU50001210  Tanhouse Meadow   2D/5B   1.51

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47301380  Telegraph Woods   1D/3B(i)   20.30

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU45801450  West End Copse    1A   5.65

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47101362  West End Covered Reservoir  2D/6A   1.09

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU48901330  Wildern Nature Park   2A/5B   4.60

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47501580  Winslowe House Meadow   2A   2.57

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU47001600  Withybed Covert/Ridgeway  1A   3.41

        Copse

Hedge End, West End and Botley   SU50551330  Woodhouse Gully Wood   1A/1C(ii)  1.62

Key:

Normal Font: No change to SINCs since adoption of Local Plan Review or Biodiversity SPG (2006)

Bold Font:  Newly identified SINCs since adoption of Local Plan Review or Biodiversity SPG (2006)

Italic Font: Indicates an amendment to a SINC since adoption of Local Plan Review or Biodiversity SPG

Grey highlighting:  Shows amended SINCS approved August 2009

Appendix A

Adopted December 2009   25



Appendix A

Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document26



Appendix A

Adopted December 2009   27



Appendix A

Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document28



Flexford

Itchen Valley

Wyvern

Stoke Park

Netley &

Bursledon Commons

Hamble Estuary

Solent Coast

KEY

Priority Area

Chandler's Ford

Eastleigh
Bishopstoke & Fair Oak

Horton

West End

Hedge End Botley

Bursledon

Netley

Hamble

Heath

Moorgreen

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved (Licence LA100019622(2009)
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Appendix B

Adopted December 2009   29



A
p
p
en

d
ix

 C
 - 

B
io

d
iv

er
si

ty
 O

p
p
o
rt
un

ity
 A

re
a
s 

w
ith

in
 E

a
st

le
ig

h 
B
o
ro

ug
h

Appendix C

Biodiversity Supplementary Planning Document30



Appendix D - Key legislation and guidance

International

Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994

Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds (the Birds 

Directive)

Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Fauna and Flora (the 

Habitats Directive

Rio summit 1992

International convention on biological diversity united nations environment 

programme 1992

Ramsar convention on wetlands of international importance 1971

Bern convention on the conservation of European wildlife and natural 

habitats.EC. 1979 )

Environmental Impact Assessment (85/337/EEC) Directive (EIA directive)(as 

amended by Directive 97/11/EC)

Strategic environmental assessment (2001/42/EEC) Directive (SEA 

Directive)

EU Cities regulations (Council Regulation (EC) No 338/97 The European 

union wildlife trade regulation (1997) and Commission regulation (EC) No 

865/2006)

Water Framework Dircetive (2000) (2000/60/EC)

Impact Assessment Regulations (1999)

National

National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949

Forestry Act 1967

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

Environmental Protection Act 1990 (EPA)

The Protection of Badgers Act 1991

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004

Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006

Hedgerow Regulations (1997)

Planning Policy Statement 9: Planning for Biodiversity and Geodiversity.

Circular 06/05

UK Biodiversity Action Plan

Regional

South East Plan (2009)

SE Regional Biodiversity Strategy

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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County

Hampshire Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)

Local

Local Plan Review www.eastleigh.gov.uk/ebc-1465

Eastleigh BAP www.eastleigh.gov.uk/biodiversity

•

•

•
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Appendix E - Designated Sites - reference table

E.1 Policy protection for nature conservation sites is commensurate with their position 

within the national and international hierarchy as shown below. 

E.2 Policy will be applied in line with the requirements of PPS 9 and relevant 

legislation. 

E.3 Where protected species are found, whether on designated sites or not, additional 

legal protection and policy requirements apply.
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Appendix F - Contacts 

• Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre- 

 Website: http://www3.hants.gov.uk/biodiversity/hbic

 Email: enquiries.hbic@hants.gov.uk

• Natural England  – 

 Website: www.naturalengland.org.uk  

• Environment Agency – 

 Website: www.environment-agency.gov.uk  

• Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust

 Website: www.hwt.org.uk

• RSPB

 Website: www.rspb.org.uk

• Hampshire Biodiversity Partnership

 Website: www.hampshirebiodiversity.org.uk

 Email: ecology.group@hants.gov.uk

• Harbour Authority

 Website: http://www3.hants.gov.uk/hambleharbour.htm

• Forestry Commission

 Website: www.forestry.gov.uk
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Eastleigh Borough Council
Civic Offices, Leigh Road 
Eastleigh 
Hampshire
SO50 9YN

Tel:  023 8068 8000
Email: LocalPlan@eastleigh.gov.uk 
Web:  www.eastleigh.gov.uk

The information can be provided in alternative formats 
including large print, audiotape, Braille and some 
other languages by calling 023 8068 8000, 
emailing LocalPlan@eastleigh.gov.uk or 
texting 07797 87001


